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Alaska Miners Association
Over 1,500 members

Prospectors and Placer Miners
Large-scale mines 
Vendors, suppliers

Seven statewide branches
Established in 1939



Alaska Mining
Importance of minerals in our lives

Landscape of Alaska’s mines
Why mine in Alaska?

Challenges to mining in Alaska
Opportunities for mining in Alaska
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Minerals Make Life





335 tons steel

4.7 tons copper

3 tons aluminum

700 lbs rare earths

zinc

molybdenum



Alaska’s Mining Projects



FEDERAL
•US EPA Air Quality Permit review
•US EPA Safe Drinking Water Act (UIC 
Permit)
•US ACOE Section 404 Dredge and Fill 
Permit
•US ACOE Section 10 Rivers and Harbors 
Act
•US ACOE Section 106 Historical and 
Cultural Resources Protection
•NMFS Threatened and Endangered 
Species Act Consultation
•NMFS Marine Mammal Protection Act
•NMFS Essential Fish Habitat
•NMFS Fish and Wildlife Coordination 
Act
•USFWS Threatened and Endangered 
Species Act Consultation
•USFWS Bald Eagle Protection Act 
Clearance
•USFWS Migratory Bird Protection
•USFWS Fish and Wildlife Coordination 
Act

STATE
• Plan of Operations (DNR)
• Reclamation and Bonding (DNR)
• Waste Management Permits and 

Bonding (ADEC)
• CWA Section 402 APDES Water 

Discharge Permit
• Certification of ACOE Permits (ADEC)
• Sewage Treatment System Approval 

(ADEC)
• Air Quality Permits (ADEC)
• Fish Habitat and Fishway Permits 

(ADF&G)
• Water Rights (DNR)
• Right of Way/Access (DNR/DOT)
• Tidelands Leases (DNR)
• Dam Safety Certification (DNR)
• Cultural Resource Protection (DNR)
• Monitoring Plan 

(Surface/Groundwater/Wildlife) 
(DNR/DEC/DFG)

Mine permitting is a mixture of State, Federal and, potentially, local permitting requirements.  
Each project is unique.

No Single Permit to Mine: there are
many permits & authorizations

These are only some of the permits required!



• Alaska law (AS 27.19) 
requires that a mine site 
must be returned to a 
stable condition 
compatible with the post-
mining land use

• Financial assurance 
reassessed every 5 years

• Applies equally to US and 
non-US companies

Responsible Closure

True North (Fairbanks)



Reclamation of historic dredging area



Reclamation of historical dredging area



Mining “Works” for 
Alaska

4,600 mining jobs
9,100 total in 

industry$100,000 average 
wage

$630 million payroll

Jobs for residents of 80 
Alaskan communities



Mining “Works” for Alaska
$17 million in revenues to local governments
$150 million in revenues to state government

$144 million to Alaska Native Corporations
$500 million to over 600 Alaskan businesses for 

purchases of goods and services



Greens Creek Mine - JuneauGreens Creek Mine - Juneau



Kensington Mine - Juneau



Niblack – Prince of Wales Island



Bokan–Dotson Ridge 
Prince of Wales Island



What in the world is a Rare Earth Element?
UCORE – Bokan Mountain



300+ Placer Mines



Challenges to Alaska Mining

• Public perception, NIMBY
• Attacks on permitting process
• unpredictable federal regulation/overreach
• Initiatives, Litigation 
• Exploration investment down
• Commodity prices down
• Costs NOT down: ENERGY, labor
• Proximity of mines to existing infrastructure





2003 2013

Average mining salary $70,750 $100,000

6 yard underground
loader

$570,000 $1,100,000

40 ton underground haul
truck

$560,000 $1,300,000

Operating Costs Keep Rising



Opportunities

Tremendous mineral potential
Alaska is a secure jurisdiction

Strong State permitting system
Supportive lawmakers in Alaska

Commitment to workforce development
Ability to justify infrastructure

Support from Alaskan communities



Mining Technology at Work



Mining Day – May 10th



Seward, AK



What can YOU do?

• Talk to your legislators
• Talk to the Alaska Delegation
• Talk to your friends, family, neighbors, 

colleagues
• Talk to me!



Thank you!

Deantha Crockett, Executive Director
deantha@alaskaminers.org


